
Il Vecchio Frantoio, Terenzano, Tuscany 
 

 
Terenzano 

 

Terenzano is a small, working agricultural village overlooking the Alpi Appuane mountains of Carrara in the most 

northern part of Tuscany.  The Romans called this area Lunigiana because of the luminosity on the marble reflected 

by the moon. 

 

The village is about a ten minute drive from the fortified Medici town of Fivizzano; a small, lively market town 

running many cultural and food events during the summer months. 

 

Il Vecchio Frantoio, ‘The Old Olive Press’, is a collection of old agricultural buildings, reconstructed to provide a 

venue for small groups to get together and enjoy their common interest, such as painting, walking and creative 

writing amongst others. 

 

The buildings have been lovingly restored by the owners, Peter and Hilary Roberts.  Peter is an architect in 

private practice working in the U K; he has taken time out to work on the re-building over the last ten years 

with his family and local craftsmen. 
 

Up to eight people can be accommodated in good sized bedrooms, together with large lounge and terrace for eating 

al fresco and kitchen for self-catering.  There is also a ‘plunge pool’ within a private lower terrace.   

 

 

        
En-suite Double Bedroom                                  Terrace                                                                Courtyard 

 

 

Contact details.   

Via Monte Grappa 24, Terenzano, 54013                                                                   peterhilaryroberts@gmail.com 

 



Painting Courses with Marianne Ryan 
29th Aug - 5th Sept & 8th Sept – 15th Sept 

 

Marianne Ryan a dedicated professional painter and art tutor. 

‘I am really excited by this wonderful visit to Italy - as an artist and 

art tutor, I'm a passionate believer in the traditional skills of drawing 

and painting, so this is the perfect opportunity to share some of my 

enthusiasm in a beautiful place and with lots of fun!’ 

 

‘I am an experienced painter, with three fine Art degrees, and I've sold 

many paintings through London galleries. Since discovering how much I love teaching, I have taught 

over 30 art courses. I love all things Italian, and I am greatly looking forward to the pleasures of the 

glorious Tuscan landscape, the particular colours, the local architecture, the ambience and of course the 

food (and wine!). Bring your sketchbooks and some paints and enjoy it all with me!' 

 

Each day will be different: we might be staying put in Terenzano, or going out on a day-trip; wherever we 

are, there’s likely to be a morning session focusing on different aspects - the fabulous views, the Tuscan 

architecture (including a bit about perspective), the immediate surroundings, how to make a painting sing, 

what colours to use, plus help in using your materials, whether that’s charcoal, pencil, pen, watercolour, 

pastels or water-soluble pencils. Afternoons will be laid back - a chance to carry on painting if you like, or 

just take time off to relax. There’ll also be the opportunity for every student to have a tutorial, and Marianne 

will be very happy to give demonstrations too. You’ll need to bring your own sketchbook and materials, 

though we’ll have a few supplementary materials available too. 

 
The location is ideally situated for day trips to the UNESCO World Heritage Site of The Cinque Terre and also the 

famous walled city of Lucca, the birthplace of Puccini.  These can be accessed by train from a nearby railway 

station.  For the Cinque Terre there is the option of driving to Portovenere where a ferry can be taken to access all 

the five towns.  

   

          
Vernazza – Cinque Terra                                                                                                         Lucca  

 

An hour’s car journey brings you to the lovely harbour town of Lerici with its imposing fortress, and in summer 

months good beaches for swimming, a lively town square full of places to dine, good aperitivi and market stalls to 

visit.  On many evenings there are concerts and entertainment. 

 

Our recent painting groups opted to stay fairly locally to concentrate on their art pieces and Terenzano is ideal for 

contrasting scenes.  The views of the mountains with small villages in the distance, or street scenes (usually with 

a cat present) interesting old doors and water fountains and also olive groves.  A little further by car the town of 

Fivizzano offers a wealth of interesting things to see and paint, not forgetting the weekly Tuesday market which is 

when the town comes to life.   

 

 

 



From Fivizzano a five minute trip by car takes you to the beautiful village of Verrucola with winding streets 

dominated by the castle.  Here there is a very good restaurant for lunch.  If you enjoy ‘wild swimming’ a trip to 

the cascade will make a refreshing change. 

 

     
Verrucola        Cascade 
 

The area is renowned for celebrating its medieval past with many festivals which includes food and music and 

local people dressing up in costume of the period.  The market stalls are a delight to visit with local food (chestnut 

flour bread, honey cheese, etc.) and craft on offer to buy. 

Of course in Italy you need not go far to see the most beautiful churches.  Within the radius of around twenty-five 

minutes there are two churches from the Romanesque period; the Church at Codiponte is particularly interesting 

with its simple stone apses and naïve column capital carvings.   

 

          
 

Cost of Course 

£695 all inclusive (excluding flight and cost of trains to Cinque Terre 

€10 and Lucca €20).  Travel and health insurance is not included, please 

bring your European health card (EHIC).     

 

Deposit and balance 

A deposit of £100 a person is required upon booking.  The balance for 

the course is due eight weeks before commencement. An administrative 

cost of £50 per person will be levied on all cancellations. 

 

Non-participating partners  

We would like to welcome ‘non-participating partners’ or friends of people attending one of the painting 

courses but who do not wish to participate themselves.  You will be able to accompany your painting 

partner on their various excursions, which are all to interesting local historic locations, or relax and enjoy 

the local rural surroundings and walks. 

 

What to bring  

Your tutor will inform you before the course with a suggested list of materials.  The following will be 

provided for you, if necessary:  

• Portable chairs  

• Easels  

• Drawing board  

  

As for clothing, the weather is likely to be warm but it can rain, so a waterproof will be advisable.  Good 

walking shoes are essential. 


